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Ohio's Revised Code permits local governmentstolevy a
tax on lodging furnished to transient guests by hotels and
motels within theirjurisdiction. Municipalities ortownships
may levyalodgingtax ofup to 3 percent, plusan additional
tax of up to 3 percent if they are not located (wholly or
partly)inacounty thathaslevied alodgingtax. Counties
may levy alodgingtax ofupto 3 percent, butcannotinitiate
suchatax inany municipality ortownship thathaslevied the
additional lodging tax.

Inaddition, Ohio law permitted the enactment of several
special lodgingtax levies during alimited period of time.
During a three month period in 1985, counties were
authorized to enactan additional lodging tax for convention
center construction (Lucas County enacted suchatax at3
percent). During a six month period in 1988, county
convention facilities authorities were authorized to enactan
additional lodging tax for financing anew convention or
sports center (Franklin, Guernsey, and Muskingum County
CFA's enacted such a tax). Counties were permitted to
enactan additional lodging tax for port authority educa-
tional and cultural facilities during a three month period
beginning in 1992 (Cuyahoga County enacted such atax at
1.5 percent for the rock and roll hall of fame). Counties
were authorized to enact an additional lodging tax for
municipal educational and cultural facilities during athree
monthperiodin 1993 (Summit County enacted such atax
at 1.5 percent for thenational inventors hall of fame). Lucas
County enacted a special lodging tax undera 1997 law,
with the proceeds used by the county convention and
visitors bureau to be used to promote and market the
region. Finally, a 1999 law authorized a 45-day period
during which qualified counties could enactaspecial lodg-
ing tax of up to 4 percent for financing a new county
convention facility.
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The maximum combined tax rate permitted in most loca-
tions is 6 percent. However, due to the enactment of
special lodging taxes, in some counties the maximum
combined tax rate exceeds 6 percent. These counties and
the highest combined tax rates (asof December31,2001)
are: Cuyahoga(7.5%), Fairfield (7.5%), Franklin (10%),
Guernsey (9%), Lucas (8%), Muskingum (8%), and Sum-
mit(7.5%).

Formostmunicipalities and townships, revenue fromthe
lodgingtax goes to the general revenue fund. However, for
municipalities or townships thatlevy the additional tax of
up to 3 percent, the revenues from the additional tax are
divided between the general revenue fund of the municipal-
ity or township and the convention and visitors' bureau (at
least S0 percent) operating in the county. To those munici-
palities and townships within the county thatdonotlevy a
lodging tax, counties are required to return a uniform
percentage (notto exceed 33 1/3 percent) of the revenue
from the county lodging tax generated within suchmunici-
palities or townships. The remainder of the revenue is
deposited inaseparate fund to be used for county conven-
tionand visitors' bureau expenses.

Although 15 localities did notreport calendar year 2001
lodging tax data, 59 counties, 102 townships and 138
municipalities (109 cities and 29 villages) reported having
alodgingtax. Notwithstanding the special levies listed
above, rates range from 1.0 percent to 6.0 percent.
Approximately 78 percent ofthe lodging taxes reported
wereata 3 percentrate. For jurisdictions that produced
revenue, lodging tax collections for calendar year 2001
ranged from $353 in Elk Run Township (Columbiana
County) to $12,999,042 for the Franklin County CFA,
with a statewide total of $92,662,409. Twenty-nine
localities with alodging tax reported norevenue for calen-
dar year 2001.
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Local Government
Jurisdiction (1)

Statewide Total
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Ashtabula County
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Geneva-on-the-Lake
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(t) Harpersfield
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Athens County
(c) Athens

Auglaize County

Belmont County
(t) Richland

Brown County
(v) Aberdeen
(v) Mount Orab

(c) Hamilton
(c) Middletown
(c) Oxford

(v) Monroe

(t) Oxford

(t) West Chester (Union)
Carroll County

(v) Carrollton

(t) Monroe

2001 Collections

By Tax
District

27,798

319,178
72,991
24,533
15,852
59,119

157,654

187,733
6,649
16,796
59,176
11,497
94,275

206,593
7,599
19,712
34,795
17,459
99,768

202,232
185,046

82,999

235,493
230,531

7,488
9,049
26,507

72,496
176,986
217,674

63,755

476
259,753

71,495
11,628
59,883

Total Within
Each County

$92,662,409

27,798

649,327

376,127

385,926
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43,043

791,141

143,006
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