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Ohio Revised Code Section 319.54(F)(3) establishes a
mandatory transfer fee on the conveyance of real prop-
erty. The fee is one dollar per thousand dollars of value
of real property transferred. In addition, Ohio Revised
Code Section 322.02 allows the board of county com-
missioners of each county to levy a permissive real
property transfer fee of up to three dollars per thousand
dollars of value of real property transferred. In simple
terms, both the mandatory fee and the permissive
county fee (a maximum of 4 mills)  apply to the selling
price of real estate at the time of sale. The revenue from
both the mandatory fee and the permissive fee is depos-
ited in the general fund of the county--none of the
revenue goes to the state.

In 2003, conveyance fees generated $120.5 million:
$42.8 million mandatory fees and $77.7 million from
the permissive fees.  The number of conveyances by
county on which the mandatory transfer fees were
collected ranged from 398 in Morgan County to 33,150
in Franklin County. The total mandatory transfer fees
collected by each county ranged from $16,794 in Noble
County to $6.0 million in Franklin County.  The aver-
age mandatory transfer fee collected by each county
ranged from $35.25 in Meigs County to $255.25 in
Delaware County, with a statewide average of $132.98.
The average total transfer fee, including both manda-

tory and permissive fees, collected by each county
ranged from $45.75 in Adams County to $801.90 in
Geauga County, with a statewide average of $374.86.
The total collected (both mandatory fee and permissive
fee) ranged from $21,846 in Morgan County to $19.5
million in Cuyahoga County.

Ohio Revised Code Section 319.54(F)(3) exempts cer-
tain conveyances from the mandatory transfer fee.
During 2003, a total of 258,120 (44.5 percent of the
total) transfer fee statements filed with the county
auditors were exempted from the fee. The lowest per-
centage exempted was in Warren County with 30.3
percent exempted.  Wyandot County, with 61.1 per-
cent, had the highest percentage exempted.

Table PC-1 shows the revenues collected by each
county from both the mandatory transfer fee and the
permissive real property transfer fee. The data pre-
sented in the table were compiled from a survey of
county auditors conducted by the Ohio Department of
Taxation.
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REAL PROPERTY CONVEYANCE (TRANSFER) FEES

Number of Permissive Average Average
Conveyances        Fees Collected Rate per Mandatory Fee (Total) Fee

County Fee Paid Fee Exempt Mandatory Permissive Total Thousand per Conveyance (a) per Conveyance (b)

Statewide 321,628 258,120 $42,771,471 $77,716,568 $120,488,039 $132.98 $374.86

Adams 1,096 781 50,141 50,141 45.75 45.75
Allen 3,021 1,775 205,168 410,336 615,504 $2.00 67.91 203.74
Ashland 1,546 1,210 136,632 409,896 546,528 3.00 88.38 353.51
Ashtabula 3,293 2,568 241,046 482,092 723,139 2.00 73.20 219.60
Athens 1,149 972 99,830 299,491 399,321 3.00 86.88 347.54
Auglaize 1,345 893 113,622 113,622 84.48 84.48
Belmont 1,803 1,696 95,670 191,340 287,009 2.00 53.06 159.18
Brown 1,274 1,281 85,302 170,604 255,906 2.00 66.96 200.87
Butler 11,917 6,878 1,663,171 3,316,135 4,979,306 2.00 139.56 417.83
Carroll 1,081 622 68,656 205,967 274,623 3.00 63.51 254.05
Champaign 1,114 784 104,145 104,145 208,290 1.00 93.49 186.97
Clark 3,822 2,453 402,289 579,422 981,711 3.00 105.26 256.86
Clermont 6,348 3,754 946,901 1,882,678 2,829,580 2.00 149.17 445.74
Clinton 1,281 921 144,566 289,132 433,698 2.00 112.85 338.56
Columbiana 2,299 2,644 179,006 537,017 716,023 3.00 77.86 311.45
Coshocton 1,089 966 63,254 122,640 185,894 2.00 58.08 170.70
Crawford 1,116 1,001 88,839 88,839 177,679 1.00 79.61 159.21
Cuyahoga 30,099 35,438 4,868,580 14,605,741 19,474,322 3.00 161.75 647.01
Darke 1,403 1,119 129,773 100,805 230,578 1.00 92.50 164.35
Defiance 1,206 649 96,351 192,702 289,054 2.00 79.89 239.68
Delaware 6,899 3,020 1,760,974 3,518,815 5,279,789 2.00 255.25 765.30
Erie 1,962 1,717 258,820 776,460 1,035,280 3.00 131.92 527.67
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Fairfield 4,072 2,473 $633,190 $633,190 $155.50 $155.50
Fayette 797 695 88,174 88,174 110.63 110.63
Franklin 33,150 32,749 6,025,782 6,025,782 181.77 181.77
Fulton 1,263 972 115,802 $347,407 463,209 $3.00 91.69 366.75
Gallia 744 785 51,973 155,919 207,893 3.00 69.86 279.43
Geauga 2,181 2,485 444,494 1,304,446 1,748,940 3.00 203.80 801.90
Greene 4,370 2,646 614,232 219,919 834,151 1.00 140.56 190.88
Guernsey 1,125 627 65,209 130,417 195,626 2.00 57.96 173.89
Hamilton 21,929 13,687 3,833,374 7,623,813 11,457,187 2.00 174.81 522.47
Hancock 2,311 1,360 296,587 593,175 889,762 2.00 128.34 385.01
Hardin 859 628 64,601 193,803 258,405 3.00 75.21 300.82
Harrison 552 448 27,991 83,973 111,963 3.00 50.71 202.83
Henry 913 862 74,045 222,136 296,181 3.00 81.10 324.40
Highland 1,533 943 115,585 206,096 321,682 3.00 75.40 209.84
Hocking 1,016 873 69,152 69,152 68.06 68.06
Holmes 944 883 81,810 245,431 327,241 3.00 86.66 346.65
Huron 1,713 1,268 142,119 138,266 280,385 1.00 82.97 163.68
Jackson 788 632 56,956 168,559 225,515 3.00 72.28 286.19
Jefferson 1,282 1,645 85,561 171,122 256,684 2.00 66.74 200.22
Knox 2,143 1,175 180,294 360,588 540,881 2.00 84.13 252.39
Lake 6,026 5,363 1,023,866 3,062,779 4,086,645 3.00 169.91 678.17
Lawrence 1,747 1,618 95,676 287,029 382,705 3.00 54.77 219.06
Licking 5,046 4,399 685,760 685,760 1,371,520 1.00 135.90 271.80
Logan 1,588 906 144,235 144,235 288,469 1.00 90.83 181.66
Lorain 8,489 7,245 1,197,967 3,593,902 4,791,869 3.00 141.12 564.48
Lucas 12,233 7,234 1,470,650 2,941,300 4,411,949 2.00 120.22 360.66
Madison 1,065 838 141,594 141,594 283,187 1.00 132.95 13.88
Mahoning 5,992 6,254 589,563 1,743,206 2,332,770 3.00 98.39 389.31
Marion 1,855 1,287 150,233 150,233 300,465 1.00 80.99 161.98
Medina 5,303 3,000 916,881 1,831,948 2,748,829 2.00 172.90 518.35
Meigs 659 711 23,229 25,075 48,305 2.00 35.25 73.30
Mercer 1,079 693 100,344 100,344 93.00 93.00
Miami 2,790 1,721 365,650 365,650 731,300 1.00 131.06 262.11
Monroe 443 444 19,692 39,382 59,075 2.00 44.45 133.35
Montgomery 18,294 12,123 1,989,402 1,950,541 3,939,942 1.00 108.75 215.37
Morgan 398 363 21,846 21,846 54.89 54.89
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Morrow 1,164 1,016 $85,721 $170,753 $256,474 $2.00 $73.64 $220.34
Muskingum 2,988 2,123 214,206 428,412 642,618 2.00 71.69 215.07
Noble 424 394 16,794 47,421 64,215 3.00 39.61 151.45
Ottawa 1,693 1,354 210,602 210,602 421,204 1.00 124.40 248.79
Paulding 575 538 37,159 74,318 111,477 2.00 64.62 193.87
Perry 961 913 59,071 177,219 236,290 3.00 61.47 245.88
Pickaway 1,318 916 163,875 327,750 491,625 2.00 124.34 373.01
Pike 587 687 45,075 45,075 90,150 1.00 76.79 153.58
Portage 3,991 3,284 515,360 1,309,300 1,824,660 3.00 129.13 457.19
Preble 1,137 1,043 115,577 115,577 231,155 1.00 101.65 203.30
Putnam 808 707 59,326 177,977 237,302 3.00 73.42 293.69
Richland 3,404 2,290 288,399 865,197 1,153,596 3.00 84.72 338.89
Ross 2,019 1,750 157,009 157,009 77.77 77.77
Sandusky 1,393 978 136,401 410,407 546,808 3.00 97.92 392.54
Scioto 1,927 1,809 112,512 112,512 58.39 58.39
Seneca 1,460 1,121 113,081 339,244 452,326 3.00 77.45 309.81
Shelby 1,304 925 124,308 124,308 248,616 1.00 95.33 190.66
Stark 9,874 7,733 1,109,629 3,304,581 4,414,209 3.00 112.38 447.05
Summit 14,365 12,446 1,848,340 5,447,201 7,295,541 3.00 128.67 507.87
Trumbull 4,291 5,810 392,988 1,178,896 1,571,884 3.00 91.58 366.32
Tuscarawas 2,335 1,765 219,119 219,119 438,238 1.00 93.84 187.68
Union 1,696 922 295,051 295,051 590,102 1.00 173.97 347.94
Van Wert 919 818 62,873 62,873 125,745 1.00 68.41 136.83
Vinton 429 431 17,040 50,939 67,979 3.00 39.72 158.46
Warren 7,936 3,452 1,568,441 3,136,882 4,705,322 2.00 197.64 592.91
Washington 1,375 1,302 118,179 236,359 354,538 2.00 85.95 257.85
Wayne 3,007 1,922 294,454 294,454 588,908 1.00 97.92 195.85
Williams 1,344 1,143 94,368 283,105 377,474 3.00 70.21 280.86
Wood 3,399 2,330 436,599 864,273 1,300,871 2.00 128.45 382.72
Wyandot 650 1,021 53,659 107,318 160,977 2.00 82.55 247.66

(a) Average fee per conveyance excludes exempt conveyances and permissive fees collected.
(b) Average fee per conveyance excludes exempt conveyances yet includes both mandatory and permissive fees collected.

SOURCE:  Surveys obtained from county auditors and conducted by the Ohio Department of Taxation.




