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General Background 

Board of Tax 
Appeals 

• Establishment - 1939 and reconstituted in 1976 
• Role – Ohio’s administrative “tax court” 
• Composition - 3 members 
• Daily operations – “gatekeeper,” paralegals and 

attorney examiners 



Bodies Subject to Review 

• County Boards of Revision (BOR) – real property 
• Ohio Tax Commissioner – state and many local 

government taxes 
• Municipal Boards of Appeal (MBOA) – city income 

tax 
• County Budget Commissions – local government 

tax budgets 

Top 4 



Jurisdiction 
• “Jurisdiction” - authority to 

decide an appeal 
• Appeals must satisfy 

statutory requirements 
• Timing/service/claims 
• Result of non-compliance 

… Dismissal 



The Where, How, When of Filing An Appeal 
BOR Appeals 
• Alternatives – “concurrent jurisdiction” 
• Timing - 30 days of mailing 
• Service - BOR/BTA 
• Identify Property 

Tax Commissioner Appeals 
• Timing - 60 days of receipt 
• Service - TC/BTA 
• Short and plain statement of claimed errors 

MBOA  Appeals 
• Alternatives – “concurrent jurisdiction” 
• Timing - 60 days of receipt 
• Service - MBOA/BTA/Opposing party 
• Short and plain statement of claimed errors 



BTA Online Case Management System 

• Appeal guide 
• Filing access 
• Case status 
• E-mail 

updates 
• Visibility 

System 
Features 



BTA Case Management System - Intro 



BTA Case Management System – Intro contd. 
New vs. returning users 



BTA Case Management System – New Filers 



Self-Evaluation - Is It Worth Appealing? 

Investment 
versus 
Return 



Self-Evaluation – Do I Have a Strong Case? 

BOR 
appeals 

ONLY 



Establishing Expectations – What Are The Appeal Steps? 

Case track 
determination 

 



Online Registration ... 



Once a User Registers with the BTA ... 
Notice of Appeal 



Once a User Registers with the BTA…. 

Filing 
motions / 
arguments 



Once a User Registers with the BTA…. 
Filing 

motions / 
arguments 



Once a User Registers with the BTA … contd. 
… instantly visible once reviewed & approved by BTA “gatekeeper” 



Self-Serve Case Access 
Filter/access/view BTA docket 



Self-Serve Case Access contd. 
Instructional information is provided 



BTA Case Tracks 
Small Claims Docket (R.C. 5703.021) 

– TAXPAYER written opt-in 
– BOR-Property qualification-“partial tax exemption” 
– TC/MBOA – no more than $10,000 in controversy 
– Written argument or hearing – 75 days 
– BTA decision-FINAL!! 



BTA Case Tracks contd. 
Case Management Schedules 

– Early assignment 
– Four additional case tracks 

• Accelerated - 90 days 
• BOR - 210 days 
• Non-accelerated/non - BOR-240 days 
• Complex - Party Proposal & BTA 

agreement 
– Party responsibilities 



BTA Rules – What Everyone Should Know 



Transcripts 

Appeal Amendment 

Hearings 

Rule Adherence 

Ex Parte Contacts 

Unauthorized Practice of Law 

Burdens / Presumptions 

Evidence Exclusion 

Further Appeal 

General Observations 



General Observations contd. 



Cases Commonly Found on BTA Docket 
 Jurisdiction 

• Jurisdiction –  
• Does the complaint contain all the 

information required by law? 
• Has another complaint been 

filed within triennial period? 
• Have proper parties received 

notice? 
 

Board 
of 

Revision 



• Common Substantive Issues  
• Cases from a Board of Revision concern 

real property value 
• Has there been a recent, qualifying sale 

of the property? 
• Is the testimony presented (either to 

the BOR or the BTA) reliable?   
• Sales of More than One Property, or of 

Realty and Business 
• CAUV Issues 

 

Board of 
Revision, 

contd. 

Cases Commonly Found on BTA Docket, Contd. 
 



• Jurisdiction 
• Substantive Issues 
•Exemption 
•What is the owner’s use of the property? 
• Is there an exemption? 
•Charitable Use 

•Various Tax Types 
•Commercial Activities Tax  
•Nexus 

•Sales Tax/Use Tax 
•Vehicle Audits 
•Responsible Party Assessments 
•Purchase Mark-Up Audits 

 

Tax 
Commissioner 

Cases Commonly Found on BTA Docket, Contd. 
 



• Pass-Through Entities 
• Original Actions 
• Rule Review  
• CAUV 
• Funds Transfer 

Tax 
Commissioner, 

contd. 

• Income Tax 
• Home Rule 
• Residency/domicile (professional athletes) 
• Retirement Plans 
 

Municipal 
Board of 
Appeal 

Cases Commonly Found on BTA Docket, Contd. 
 



• Disputes Among Taxing 
Jurisdictions 
• Inside Millage 
• Distribution of funds  

 

Budget 
Commission 

Cases Commonly Found on BTA Docket, Contd. 
 



 
 
 

QUESTIONS? 

Conclusion 
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